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 Hello Neighbors!  The new SHiNA Board Members want to thank you for electing us to lead the 
Southwest Hills Neighborhood Association.  
 Please come with your neighbors to the next SHiNA General Meeting held on Sunday, February 23rd, 
from 3pm to 5pm, at the Wayne Morse Family Farm, 595 Crest Drive, Eugene. Join in the conversation with Katie 
Singer who will speak and have a question and answer session. Katie has presented her concerns about the 
Internet’s footprint at the United Nations’ 2018 Forum on Science, Technology & Innovation. Her books on this 
topic include “An Electronic Silent Spring: Facing the Dangers and Creating Safe Limits” and “Our Web of 
Inconvenient Truths: The Internet, Energy Use, Toxic Waste and Climate Change”. 
 Over millions of years, living creatures have evolved in relation to the Earth's electromagnetic energy. Now, we're 
surrounded by human-made frequencies that challenge our health and survival. An Electric Silent Spring reports the 
effects of electrification and wireless devices on people, plants, bee colonies, and frogs around the globe. It presents 
solutions for those who are concerned about the health of the environment, people and other creatures that inhabit it, 
and want to reduce their exposure to electromagnetic radiation (EMR). 
 The Internet is the largest thing that humanity has built. Every text message, video stream, Facebook post, Google 
or GPS search, online purchase or activity engages an international network of cell sites and data storage centers that 
consume huge amounts of greenhouse gas emitting electricity. Manufacturing every tablet, “smart” phone, “smart energy 
saving” Internet-of-Things like connected refrigerators and “zero emission” vehicles starts with extraction of natural 
resources including coal, copper, quartz, coltan, cobalt, lithium, petroleum coke and fracked natural gas. Every device, 
appliance and infrastructure part depends on refineries, CO2 emitting power plants, nuclear plants, chemical plants, steel 
mills, metal smelters, slow-burning wood chips (for smelters) and factories of all kinds. Each energy-guzzling, toxic-waste 
and greenhouse-gas emitting operation depends on all of the others. They interconnect by a network of power lines, 
natural gas pipe lines, cargo ships, airplanes, trains, trucks, shipping lanes, airports, railways, highways, telecom access 
networks and data storage centers to form one gigantic global super-factory. Our Web of Inconvenient Truths discusses 
this and reducing our Internet’s footprint. 

• http://www.electronicsilentspring.com/  
• https://www.ourwebofinconvenienttruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Stella-Natura-Our-Web-of-

Inconvenient-Truths-Parts-1-and-2.pdf 
• https://www.ourwebofinconvenienttruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/OUR-WEB-BROCHURE.pdf 

   Your participation and support keeps SHiNA active. With the help of neighbors like you, who step forward 
to address community issues, we will meet some of the city’s challenges. You are always welcome to bring public 
comments. Our meeting and social gathering will include refreshments and treats.  
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SUSTAINABILITY GUIDELINES for FOOD PACKAGING and FOOD WASTE   
	 Plastic food and grocery bags, (other plastics too), have been a problem for environment health, killing 
wildlife, contributing to climate change, and costing taxpayer dollars as litter in landfill.

	 Styrofoam food and beverage containers pose a similar problem. Studies show they cause cancer in 
humans when used with hot or acidic foods, such as coffee, wine, and take-out foods.

	 Both non-reusable plastic food bags and Styrofoam food packaging are now banned in Eugene. 
SHINA residents should demand alternatives, such as coated paper food containers and durable bags. 
Some stores are providing thicker plastic bags, these might help if they are re-used, but not if they are thrown 
away. We need to move away from plastic that is disposable. 

	 In the fall, Eugene instituted a new policy for curbside food waste pick-up. Now food waste, including 
bones and grease, should be discarded in the garbage haulers’  Yard Recycling Bins  along with grass 
clippings, etc. No non-food items should be included, no plastics, no paper wrappers and no dog or cat 
poop! Residential food waste can still be composted in your yard. Compost bins need to be secured with 
1/4” galvanized wire mesh at the base to keep out rats.


Wasted food is a big contributor to climate change in the United States. A more plant-based diet is a 
beneficial environmental diet with added individual health benefits as well.    Ralph McDonald, SHINA Co-Chair 


CALL for CLIMATE PROTECTION and ACTION

	 The Earth’s climate is in jeopardy! Scientists have overwhelmingly reported that we are in trouble 
and now is the time to act. But what actions will yield sufficient cooling of our environment without huge 
changes in the way we live? What can the average Oregonian do to ease this crisis?

	 State of the art energy management can implement action by adding more green power and 
renewables to the existing supply. We need to use the correct type of power. As a retired Energy Management 
Specialist from EWEB’s Energy Management Program, I know that EWEB has an abundant green electric 
supply. Power generation using fossil fuels (coal, gas, and oil) emits carbon exhaust into the atmosphere and 
is warming the planet thus increasing climate change problems. We need to focus on reducing the carbon 
released into the atmosphere and move towards using hydro power! The choice between using hydro power 
or fossil fuels clearly favors using hydro power.

	 The consensus of regional energy leaders is to reduce the use of fossil fuels. Two opportunities for 
action are Transportation and Trees:  We can use less fossil fuel by switching to electricity for our 
Transportation and homes. We can also cut and burn fewer Trees. Trees capture carbon (sequestration) by 
taking the carbon from the air and putting it in the ground. Trees near 30 years in age and older do this 
best. We need to protect mature trees!

	 Since most of our electricity comes from abundant hydro power, the logical shift is to switch 
to electric transportation. All transport options beyond human-powered, from our personal cars to heavy 
transport trucks, even buses and trains, could operate on electricity alone. 

	 The physics of electric motors is far more efficient than gas or diesel engine. Conventional gasoline 
vehicles only convert about 17%–21% of the energy stored in gasoline to power the wheels. An electric 
motor converts from 85% to 90% of the electricity provided to it into useful work. Clearly, when we 
cannot walk or bicycle, we need to use electricity for our transportation needs. We now have and will soon 
have many more electrically-powered transportation choices. Their benefits include being cleaner, more 
efficient, and reducing urban noise while providing a quieter ride.                 


A healthy future for our planet depends on the energy choices and actions each of us makes! 
                                                                                                                         Fred Mallery, SHiNA Board Member 



SHORT TERM RENTALS 
Our South Hills neighborhood is largely residential. Some neighbors own or operate what are called 

“short term rentals,” such as places advertised through AirBnb to rent out for short periods. Currently, there 
are some city regulations related to short term rentals, including requiring those that rent them out to pay a 
hospitality tax. But Eugene does not regulate short term rentals in residential areas to the same extent as 
some other similar cities in Oregon, such as Ashland and Bend.

	 The City Council is considering whether to adopt an ordinance to further regulate short term rentals. 
On September 23, 2019, the Council directed city staff to draft an ordinance to require that short-term rentals 
be licensed. It also directed that the ordinance would require particular provisions, such as a limit on the 
number of days that a unit can be rented out, off-street parking requirements, and the requirement that an 
owner must occupy the rental property as a primary residence.

	 The Council subsequently heard from Eugene community members about the pros and cons of 
license provisions, and decided to further reflect on what problems and opportunities may be with short term 
rentals. To do that the Council recently formed an ad hoc committee of 16 community members who will 
meet three times between January and March to discuss short term rental issues. SHiNA board member Pete 
Frost is on the committee. Its meetings will be at the Eugene Library and open to the public on January 
30th, March 3rd, and March 19th, from 6:15-7:45 pm. The City will also hold an open house on February 
11th in the Atrium Building lobby. The Council expects to act on any short term rental ordinance before next 
summer. If you are interested in this issue please consider participating in the process!  

Have You Moved To or Within Oregon?  
Online Voter Registration: https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/vr/register.do?lang=eng&source=SOS

Update Voter Registration: https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/updatevoterregistration.aspx

Lane County Elections: https://www.lanecounty.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=4081147

Office Address: 275 West 10th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97401

Office Times: Monday - Friday, 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm  (On Election Day: 7am - 8pm)

Phone: 541-682-4234

Email: elections@lanecountyor.gov                                            


	 Upcoming City of Eugene Primary Elections - May 19, 2020                 	 	
	 (March 4th candidate’s deadline to complete filing with certified signatures)


Eugene Mayor: Currently held by Lucy Vinis  
	 Candidates: Lucy Vinis, Robert Patterson & Stefan Strek

Eugene City Council:  
WARD 1 - Currently held by Emily Semple

 	 Candidates: Emily Semple, Eliza Kashinsky, Tim Morris & Sean Dwyer

WARD 2 - Currently held by Betty Taylor 

	 Candidates: Kate Davidson & Matt Keating

WARD 7 - Currently held by Claire Syrett 

	 Candidates: Claire Syrett, Charles “Cliff” Gray, Jan Hicks & Nigel Moseby 

WARD 8 - Currently held by Chris Pryor

	 Candidates: Randy Groves & Ryan Moore 
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Southwest Hills Neighborhood Association - 2020 Calendar 
All Meetings & Picnic at the Wayne Morse Family Farm, 595 Crest Drive, Eugene 

  

Meetings    Date   Time  Speakers/Topics, Picnic Social Event & Elections 
General    Feb 23rd, Sun 3-5pm  Katie Singer will speak on The Internet, Energy Use,   
        Toxic Waste & Climate Change; Facing the Dangers   
        & Creating Safe Limits 

Board     Apr 14th, Tues 6-8pm  Public Comments Welcomed  

General    May 31st, Sun 3-5pm  Two Speakers & Topics to be Announced 

Board: Picnic Plans   Jun 9th, Tues    6-8pm   Contact Entertainment & Community Tablers, 
        Gather Fundraiser & Food Donations 

Board       Jul 14th, Tues 6-8pm   Continued Picnic Planning   

Picnic: Social Event     Aug 30th, Sun 4-7pm           Entertainment/Tablers/Silent Auction/Potluck Food                    

Board     Oct 13th, Tues 6-8pm  Public Comments Welcomed, Board Nominations                                 

General: Elections      Nov 15th, Sun 3-5pm  Voting, Two Speakers & Topics to be Announced 

Mark Your Calendar and Come Join Us!  Visit the SHiNA website for more information about  
General Meeting speakers and community topics to be presented and discussed. 

SHiNA Website: www.swHillsEugene.com 
SHiNA Board Email: SHiNA_Board@googlegroups.com              
SHiNA Facebook: www.facebook.com/SWHillsNeighborhood 
Nextdoor: southwesthillsor1.nextdoor.com

Southwest Hills Neighborhood Assoc 
www.swHillsEugene.com 

Be Engaged … Know Your Neighbors & Volunteer 
Be Informed … Visit the SHiNA Website & Sign-Up for SHiNA eNews 
Be Involved … Discuss with Neighbors at SHiNA Meetings & Events 
                                                              on Facebook & Nextdoor 
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