
Support an Support an economic feasibility study for a Parks and Recreation 
Special District in the greater Eugene area..

What is a Special District?
Special Districts are a form of local government created by a local community to meet a specifi c 
need. Inadequate tax bases and competing demands for existing taxes make it hard for cities and 
counties to provide all the services their citizens desire. When residents or landowners want new 
services or higher levels of existing services, they can form a district to pay for and administer them. 
Special Districts are governed by an independent board of directors elected by the districts’ voters.

How are Special Districts funded?
A Parks and Recreation Special District would collect taxes dedicated to Parks and Recreation only.  
Th is money can only be spent on your local Parks and Recreation services and cannot be reallocated.

Accountability
Special Districts are primarily accountable to the voters in the district, who elect their boards of directors, 
and  to the customers who use their services. However, although they are not functions of the state, the state 
also provides critical oversight to Special District operations. Special Districts must submit annual fi nancial 
reports to the state and must follow state laws pertaining to public meetings, bonded debt, record keeping 
and elections. You, the voter decide how your tax dollars should be spent in regards to Parks and Recreation. 
 
Do they already exist and have they proven to be successful?
Yes!  We have several Parks and Recreation Special Districts in Oregon.  Springfi eld (Willamalane), Bend and 
Tualatin are all proven examples of how a Special District can work successfully.  Th ere are at least ten more Parks  
and Recreation Special Districts in Oregon alone. Special Districts are not just for small to midsized cities.  Seattle 
converted their park system to a Special District in August of 2014. Th is is happening all over the United States.

What needs to happen to create a Parks & Recreation Special District?
An Economic Feasibility Study is required by the state in order to create a Special District. Th e study 
will provide the information needed to make a decision regarding the creation of a Special District 
with stable funding for Parks and Recreation. 

Want more information and/or to be a part of the Greater Eugene Special District Action Committee?  
Contact Jim Wienecke.  wieneckejim@gmail.com

If the future of Parks and Recreation If the future of Parks and Recreation 
is important to you...is important to you...


